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To those earnest and thoughtful electors of America
whose judgments are not swayed by interest in the success
of any political party or individual candidate for public
office and who are sincerely looking for an answer to bring
order out of the present oppression, inequality and economic




INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF STUDY
Arnold Gingrich has written: "The rise of news¬
magazines has been the most significant development in
publishing since the end of World War II.Newsmagazines'
in this society are increasingly providing information to
the people in order for them to choose their leaders well
and to make occasional direct choices in formulating public
policy. Newsmagazines actually were ahead of newspapers
in using their pages not only for vital political issues
but also to expose crime and corruption, fraud and manipula-
2
tion. This role of the newsmagazines ;and the entire press
in general is making democracy possible in our world today.
The newsmagazines are also industry, business pure
and simple. The journalists are an important influence on
politics because they regularly and rapidly present politi¬
cally crucial information to huge audiences. These
audiences include political elites and decision makers, as
well as large numbers of average citizens whose political
^Advertising Age, 20 October 1968, p. 64.
2
Hiebert-Ungurait/Bohn, An Introduction to Modern




activities however sporadic are shaped by information from
the mass media.^
Information is essential to all aspects of living.
But it is especially vital to political action because
politics usually takes place beyond our own direct experi-
4
ence. Robert Stein has written:
Beyond our limited daily experience. It is
television, radio, newspapers, magazines
and books - the media - that furnish our
consciousness with the people, places, and
events that we agree to call reality. But
reality, in a literal sense, is what happens
to three and a half billion people all over
the world twenty-four hours a day. Out of
that teeming experience, the media can only
give us, in words and pictures, a representa¬
tion of tiny fragments that are deemed signifi¬
cant or suggestive.5
For over 200 years, American history is largely the
history of the American Presidency with the increasing
involvement of the mass media mediating between the public
and those who hold power. Media coverage of presidential
nomination campaigns may be more important than that of any
g
other portion of the entire presidential process.
3
James Bryce, Modern Democracies (New York: MacmiIlian
Company, 1921), p. 98.
4
David V. Edwards, The American Political Experience:
An Introduction to Government (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey:
Prentice Hall, Inc.), pp. 378-379.
^Robert Stein, Media Power: Who is Shaping Your Picture
of the World? (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1972), p. xi.
^Richard Joslyn, Mass Media and Elections (Reading:
Addison-Wesley Publishing Company), p. 120.
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It is in reality at the nomination stage that most candidates
are eliminated and the choices narrowed down to a very small
nximber. Which choices are provided to the public out of
all those who are legally qualified to be president may be
far more important than which choices are essentially
selected. In this context, then, the coverage of the presi-
7
dential nomination campaign takes on added significance.
The presidential nomination process has become an
extremely complex and lengthy one in recent years. It
involves the selection of delegates from each of the fifty
states to a national nomination convention in a process that
g
now takes well over six months to complete. Several
campaigns have taken place in this country; the 1984 Demo¬
cratic Presidential nomination campaign was remarkable
because of the Rev. Jesse Jackson's candidacy.
Rev. Jesse Jackson was born on October 8, 1941 in
Greenville, South Ca,rolina. His parents are devout Christians
who belong to the Baptist Church. He studied at the Univer¬
sity of Illinois, Chicago, Illinois; the Agricultural and
Technical University of North Carolina; and received the
Doctorate of Divinity degree from the Chicago Theological
. 9
Seminary, Chicago, Illinois. He was a great admirer and
close disciple of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the
civil rights leader.
7
Joslyn, Mass Media and Elections, p. 120.
^Ibid., p. 120.
9
The Ebony Success Library, Volume II, p. 112.
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On November 3, 1983, the Rev. Jesse Jackson carried his
long standing fight for equal rights to its fullest when he
became the first black person to run strongly for the
Presidency of the United States of America. His campaign
evoked emotions from supporters and opponents alike. The
mass media coverage of his campaign remains controversial.
Could there have been bias in the reporting?
Thereupon, the purpose of this study is as follows:
1. To analyze the news magazine coverage of
the 1984 Democratic Presidential nomina¬
tion campaign with particular emphasis on
the Rev. Jesse Jackson's candidacy.
2. To determine whether there was a possible
bias in the treatment of Jesse Jackson's
coverage when compared with that of
Gary Hart and Walter Mondale.
The study will attempt to answer some questions based
on the above-stated purpose in the subsequent pages.
Statement of the Problem
Every four years, Americans find themselves intensely
involved in the process of presidential succession. The
past several elections resulted in the majority of black
vote going to the white presidential candidate of the
National Democratic Party.
Black leaders have called for political participation
as the key to black socio-economic advancement.^^ Indeed,
^^Mack H. Jones, "A Black Presidential Candidate in
1984: Analysis," Atlanta University Political Science
Paper, p. 1.
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the idea of a black candidate for the presidential nomina¬
tion is not new but the 1983-84 Democratic elections remain
remarkable.
The Rev. Jesse L. Jackson was the only black man to
run in the 1984 Democratic elections. No one would have
imagined that the political year of 1984 would end in
recrimination.
Clearly, Jackson's campaign had not gained a full head
of steam before a seamy side began to show. The campaign
met hard times both from the public and the mass media.
Jackson complained that the media gave him short shrift
because they are "too cloistered" and judge candidates by
"a very standard mode." "My campaign has been constantly
underestimated," he said, in "its lasting power" and "its
substantive power.Jackson remarked vehemently, that,
"the media is always putting a dash between the so-called
major candidates and the Jackson candidacy," because news
organizations have not brought into their upper ranks blacks
and other minorities who would appreciate his message and
12
his candidacy's "historical breakthrough."
Indeed, the Mass-Media have contributed to a radical
transformation of election campaigns in the United States.
^^Margaret Shapiro, "Jackson Says 'cloistered' Media




This transformation involves changes in how political
candidates communicate with citizenry. The print media are
major socialization agents to the political, economic and
cultural parts of the broader system. Obviously, people of
all walks of life get a significant portion of their ideas .
about politics and economics from the print media which in
this study are important to analyze and assess the problem
posed by the Rev. Jesse Jackson regarding his 1984 Democratic
Presidential campaign coverage.
This present study of the popular newsmagazines in the
United States is based on the assumption that the weekly
newsmagazines are instrumental in the life of the people,
elites and masses. The Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News and
World Report enjoy large readership all over the world,
hence, remain a convenient media that can be examined.
To this end, this study undertook to analyze and assess
the coverage of the 1984 Democratic Presidential campaign
by newsmagazines: •Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News and World
Report with particular emphasis on the Reverend Jackson's
candidacy.
In the following pages we will attempt to answer the
basic questions of this study.
-7-
Definition of the Concepts
Campaign Strategist Position. Is defined as basic
political issues raised by candidates to gain the vote and
support of citizens.
Non-Campaign Strategist Position. Is defined as a body
of reports that distort and evade a candidate's basic
political position on an issue. It is based on an attempt
to discredit the relevance of the main concerns.
Attention. Is defined as the emphatic treatment of
campaign strategist position or non-campaign strategist
position.
Bias. Is defined as slanted reporting which does not
portray political events, actors or issues as they really
Methodology
Content analysis as a form of social research method
is utilized to examine the articles relating to this study.
Unlike other research methods, content analysis does not
focus on people per se but on documents drawn from many
sources. Such documents may be official records, books,
newspapers, newsmagazines accounts and eye witness accounts
of events. While content analysis is often used in the
study of communication process, it has been used extensively
13
C. Richard Hofstetter and Terry F. Buss, "Some
Concerns in Evaluating News Coverage; The Case of Biased
Reporting of Political Events," a paper presented at the
1976 Annual Meeting of the International Communication
Association.
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in most academic disciplines including history, literature,
14
linguistics, drama and the humanities.
The best known definition of content analysis was
proposed by Bernard Berelson in 1952. He defined it as
follows:
Content analysis is a research technique for
the objective, systematic, and quantitative
description of the manifest content of
communications.15
Indeed, the greatest value of content analysis is its
systematic examination of materials that are more typically
based on general impressions and memory. A thorough utiliza¬
tion of systematic content analysis in studies have often
come out with a more exact summary of the situation under
study.
Another important value of content analysis is its
safety. For instance, if one botched up a survey or an
experimental research method, it goes without saying that
one may be forced to repeat the whole project which
calls into service the staff costs in time and money.
In like manner, if one botched up a field research, it
may be impossible to conduct the same project; there
is a possibility that the event under study may no
14
Hillway, Introduction to Research (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1964) , p. 141.
^^Bernard Berelson, Content Analysis in Communication
Research (New York: Free Press, 1952), p. 13.
16
Claire Selltiz, Research Methods in Social Relations
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston Company, 1959),
p. 336.
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longer exist. Notwithstanding, in content analysis one
may be forced to repeat a portion of the botched up study
and then recode the data as opposed to a complete repeat
17
of the entire work.
Equally important, a content analysis has seldom any
effect on that which is being studied. The fact remains,
that documents have already been written or presented in
the form of speeches hence subsequent content analyses
18
have basically no effect on them.
Finally, content analysis, like other research methods,
has its weak points. The main disadvantages of content
analysis is its strict limitation to the examination of
recorded communications. It must be noted also that the
type of documents selected for examination may not provide
the most appropriate reflection of the variable under
4- ^ 19study.
In the present study, the methodology used as men¬
tioned was content analysis. The newsmagazine articles
from Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report which
related the 1984 Presidential Democratic campaign with
particular emphasis to Jackson, Hart and Walter Mondale from
17
Earl Babbie, The Practice of Social Research (Belmont
Wadsworth Publishing Company, Inc., 1979), p. 252.
1 q
■^°Ibid. , p. 252.
19
Earl R. Babbie, Survey Research Methods (Belmont;
Wadsworth Publishing Company, Inc.), p. 34.
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November 3rd, 1983 through July 1984 were examined. The
microfilm copies of the newsmagazines were acquired through
inter-library loan, though some of the materials were also
available at the Woodruff Library, Atlanta University
Center, Atlanta, Georgia.
All three newsmagazines are tabloids. Only weekly
articles which related to the Democratic campaign coverage
were examined. A critical examination of the manner of the
article presentation, campaign strategist positions, loca¬
tion of article headlines, and pictures were measured in
column inches and coded. The study period spanned thirty-
eight weeks. This gave us a total of 114 newsmagazines
articles to work with. We used a cover sheet to breakdown
the stories reported in the newsmagazines. The sheet had
QQlujrins for variables such as the position of the article,
page, location of the picture, size caption, length, word
estimate, and the headline. Also the campaign strategist
positions highlighted by the candidates were coded as A, B,
C, and D, which represented the positions such as Voting
Rights, Foreign Policy, Education, Housing, Poverty, Welfare
and Social Security. The columns were summarized by the
author and the overall evaluation was based on interpretation.
Furthermore, the categories which were used in this
study were based on Lowry's reference categories which were
derived from S.I. Hayakawa's Language in Thought and Action.
-11-
Hayakawa contends that all sentences are of three types;
report, inference or judgment.
Report sentences communicate statement of facts which
preclude speculation or opinion. Report sentences should,
therefore be impartial.
The task is sometimes difficult. Nevertheless,
we can, by being aware of the favorable or
unfavorable feelings certain words and facts
can arouse, attain enough impartiality for
practical purpose.21
Inferences sentences "are statements about the known made
on the basis of the unknown." Lowry asserted that inferences
"rely on subjective opinions, conclusions, beliefs, feeling,"
they attempt to interpret, they attempt to talk about
implication as well as to generalize, predict, evaluate,
say what other people feel or think, and explain someone
else's motives for doing something. Inferences are sometimes
labelled to indicate unconfirmed report, that is when a
reporter uses such words as it seems, it sounds, "it
22
looks." Judgement sentences are not facts that can be.
observed or inferred to, but explicit or implicit judge¬
ments. It is what one person feels. It is, in other
words, what Lowry calls an "expression of the writer's
approval or disapproval of the occurrences, persons or
20
S.I. Hayakawa, Language in Thought and Action
(New York: Harcourt, Brace and Jovanovich, 1972), p. 43.
Dennis Lowry, "Agnew and the Network TV News," Journalism





object he is describing." In this study, every sentence
used in the articles of the newsmagazines were analyzed and
our findings were based on the tabulation with the author's
interpretation of same.
In determining whether the three newsmagazines used
bias in their reporting of the campaigns of Jackson, Mondale
and Hart, we further employed the systematic applications
of content analysis.. We determined certain words or
concepts that could show a type of bias. These words or
concepts were divided into six broad categories such as
racial words, personality, organization, style, progress of
campaign and personal affiliations. The six broad cate¬
gories were further refined into narrower categories which
are respresentative of relative number of newsmagazines
reports that expressed bias or non-bias and neutral attitudes
toward the three major 1984 Democratic Presidential candi¬
dates under study.
In the final analysis we determined our findings on
tabulating the number of times these words or concepts were
found between November 3rd, 1983 and July 31st, 1984, thus
the application of the tabulations were the possible results.















5. Progress of Campaign
6. Affiliations
Review of the Literature
The available literature on the subject of ceimpaign
coverage is numerous. Most of the literature discuss how
journalist decide what the news is, and how the journalist
go about covering the election campaign.
Accordingly, Doris A. Graber, Mass Media and American
Politics emphasized the political importance of the mass-
media because they regularly and rapidly present politically
crucial information to huge audiences. These audiences
include political elites and decision-makers, as well as
large numbers of average citizens whose political activities,
however sporadic, are shaped by information from the mass
media. The mass media are more than passive transmission
agents for available information. Decisions made by media
personnel determine what information becomes available to
media audiences and what remains unavailable. By putting
stories into perspective and interpreting them, media
-14-
personnel assign meaning to information and indicate the
24
values by which it ought to be judged.
Indeed, a political scientist, Harold Lasswell speci¬
fied that there are three major functions which the mass
media perform namely:
a. Surveillance of world events.
b. Interpretation of the meaning of events.
c. Socialization of individuals into their
cultural settings.
To these three types, Doris Graber rightly judged that a
fourth should be added;
d. Deliberate manipulation of the political
process.
In like manner.^ Richard Joslyn, Mass-Media Elections,
1984 gives helpful information dealing with the importance
of campaign coverage. He argued that the campaign communi¬
cation of journalists is hardly ever designed to serve the
interest of particular candidates. The prevailing norm of
U.S. journalists should be detached, objective and dis¬
interested observers motivated by a desire to inform the
U.S. public accurately. Although this norm is violated,
it is generally true that journalists coverage represents
26
a perspective that differs from that of the candidates.
24
Doris Graber, Mass Media and American Politics




Joslyn, Mass Media and Elections, p. 100.
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Furthermore, Joslyn stated that journalistic coverage
of election campaign is important because candidates devise
and deliver their own campaign messages to the people but
the contribution the journalists make to campaign communica¬
tion is an important alternative source of information for
the electorate. Indeed, journalists exercise political
power through campaign coverage in deciding how much coverage
to give a campaign and the candidates involved in it. In
general, candidates desire as much coverage as they can get
to win elections. The fact remains that a candidate who
is ignored by the media has a difficult time becoming known
to the public and acquiring important political resources
such as money and volunteers. Joslyn claimed, that such
27
candidates have little chance of winning.
In 1972, Jcimes Perry, Us and Them, wrote a diary of
the 1972 presidential campaign coverage in an attempt to
explain how and why national political reporters are always
under criticism for being wrong so frequently. Perry makes
a very strong plea that newsmen should get out of the
predicting game and stop asking who is ahead two years
before the election, who will run if Agnew is out or what
chances a candidate has as of now. He described a typical





James Perry, Us and Them (New York: Clarkson N.
Potter, Inc., 1973)> p. 3.
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Given this fact, Bernard Rubin, Media, Politics and
Democracy says that the mass media for better or for worse,
are the most dynamic agents of change in today's world. Basic
social and political education is so strongly influenced
by what is presented that the media must be appreciated as
elemental in communications within all public schooling
^ 29systems.
Furthermore, Theodore White, The Making of the Presi¬
dent 1972, led the attempt by journalists to probe beneath
the surface of a candidate's campaign organization. White
has written:
In a fundamental sense, today more than ever,
the press challenges the Executive President
who traditionally, believes his is the right
to set agenda of the nation's action. Power,
said Karl Marx over a century ago, is control
over the means of production; that phrase,
said Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. recently should
be changed - power in America today is control
of the means of communication.30
And it was for this control that Rev. Jesse Jackson,
Senator Gary Hart, and former Vice President Walter Mondale
warred with the press all through their Democratic
Presidential nomination campaign. In the following pages,
we will attempt to answer the research questions posed for
this study.
29
Bernard Rubin, Media, Politics and Democracy (London:
Oxford University Press, 1977), p. 5.
^^Theodore H. White, The Making of the President 1972
(New York: Antheneum Publishers, 1973), p. 261.
CHAPTER II
THE CAMPAIGN COVERAGE
Where the Candidates Stand On
Political Position
The major candidate for this study, the Reverend
Jackson proclaimed a campaign for the poor, the needy and
the outcast. He declared;
Our time has come to choose who will lead
us. 31 I seek the presidency to serve the
nation at a level where I can help to
restore a moral tone, a redemptive and a
sensitivity to the poor and the dispossessed
of this nation.I seek the presidency
because I want this nation to again become
the hope of the free world not merely because
developing nations understand by our foreign
policy and programs of aid that the inscrip¬
tion on the Statute of Liberty is true.33
I seek the presidency because I want to
affirm my belief that leadership is color¬
less and genderless, and a black presidential
candidate would be sharing the podi\im.34
Nevertheless, Jackson's campaign strategist position
includes U.S. Economy, Voting Rights, Foreign Policy,
Education, Housing, Poverty, Welfare, and Social Security.
31
Milton Coleman, "Jackson Launches 1984 Campaign,





"Candidate Given Emotional Send Off," Washington Post,
4 November 1983, p. Al.
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On the U.S. Economy, Jackson proposed to open up two
to three million jobs with a federal program to rebuild the
nation's infrastructure of roads, bridges and water mains.
He intended to provide subsidized interest rates and tax
incentives for private investment in blighted areas. Jackson
would raise taxes for corporations and for those individuals
with incomes above $25,000. It was his hope to balance the
budget in four years. He planned to trim military spending,
contain hospital costs, cut farm subsides, and examine all
35
of the entitlement programs.
In addition, Jackson deemed it necessary that all U.S.
allies be required to pay a larger share of mutual defense
efforts while eliminating the unneeded conventional nuclear
3 6
weapon system and defense contracts. His proposal to
keep inflation under control was to focus on causes. He
would create food reserves, pursue alternative energy
sources, contain health costs, eliminate tax breaks favoring
real-estate speculation. In preventing new surge in
interest rates, Jackson aimed to hold down rates primarily
by controlling the deficit and institutionalizing collabora-
37
tion with Federal Reserve Board.
The Voting Rights Act was a key position he cared
deeply about. The most offensive to him is the "runoff
35
"Where Democratic Candidates Stand," U.S. News and




primary" system used in ten Southern states. The system
basically stipulates that if no candidate wins a majority
in a primary, the system forces a second runoff primary
between the two leaders. Jackson indicated that Blacks can
sometimes win the first round, but not usually the second.
Without second primaries, he claims that the South would
send fifteen more blacks to state and local offices. He
3 8
made abolishing dual primaries his "litmus test issue."
On his foreign policy, Jackson wanted to recognize
the Palestine Liberation Organization, be even handed in the
Middle East, favor the Third World and renounce the use of
39
force except where absolutely necessary.
Domestically, on positions such as Education, Welfare
and Social Security, Rev. Jackson planned to establish
programs for meeting hiiman needs which would decrease
unemployment and absolute misery. He proposed to pour
billions into education, to spend more money on school lunches,
40
food stamps and welfare. He remarked, "Providing for the
well-being of all our citizens—health, education, housing,
food - is our greatest source of national security and would
41
certainly be a priority for me."
3 8
Evans Thomas, "Pride and Prejudice," Time Magazine,
7 May 1984.
39
Richard Cohen, "Where He is Politically," Washington
Post, 6 May 1984, p. F8.
^^Ibid., p. 14.
41
"What the Candidates Say They Will Do For You,"
Ebony Magazine, April 1984, p. 145.
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Running against Jackson for the Democratic nomination
was Senator Gary Hart who was born in Ottawa, Kansas, on
November 28, 1936. His parents were fundamentalist Nazarene.
He attended Bethany College in Oklahoma and law school
at Yale University. Gary Hart was drawn into public service
by a fascination with President Kennedy. He worked in the
Justice and Interior Departments in Washington before moving
to Denver to practice law.
His career in politics started when he jumped from
nowhere into national attention, at the age of 33, he
became the campaign manager for Senator George McGovern who
ran for the presidency in 1972.
Gary Hart later settled in Denver and was very active
in politics. In 1974, Gary Hart challenged Republican
Senator Peter Dominick and won the nomination under the
Democratic party. Thus, Gary Hart started his political
career in the U.S. Senate and holds the same seat to date.^^
During the fight for the 1984 Democratic presidential
nomination. Senator Gary Hart's theme was his proposal of
"a new generation of leadership." That means;
1. Opposing the building of complex weapons
system such as the MX Missile and B-1
Bomber in favor of beefing up conventional
forces.
2. Implementing the nuclear freeze.
42
Kenneth T. Walsh, "Gary Hart: The Man Behind the
Riddle," U.S. News and World Report, 12 March 1984, p. 23.
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3. Junking virtually all of President Reagan's
economic programs, including his tax cuts
and many of his budget reductions.
4. Ending all U.S. aid to El Salvador until
the government stops the death squads.
5. Pressuring labor, management and bankers
to hammer out agreements modernizing key
industries such as steel and' auto
manufacturing.
6. Increasing taxes on polluters and using the
receipts to clean up the environment.43
Domestically on issues such as unemployment. Education
and Welfare, Gary Hart planned to implement a fifteen year
program to put millions back to work rebuilding the country's
industrial infrastructure, conditioning construction con¬
tracts on the willingness of business to employ a percentage
of minority youth. He intended to forge agreements between
labor and business to make basic industries internationally
.44
competitive again.
On Education, he hoped to invest in the nation's work
force by; (a) implementing his American Defense Education
Act which would improve the teaching of science, math,
foreign languages and communications in elementary and
secondary schools; (b) creating a cooperation among
business, government and universities to help train scienti¬
fic and technical specialists; and (c) establishing




"What the Candidates Say They Will Do For You,"
P. 141.
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and the government could contribute, to assist workers in
relocating to or training for jobs. Finally, he wanted to
attack a problem which plagues American youth - teenage
pregnancy, by creating educational opportunities for
45
black young men and women.
The most prominent candidate in the 1984 Democratic
election was Walter Mondale. Mondale was born in Ceylon,
Minnesota on January 5th, 1928. He attended Macalester
College and studied law at the University of Minnesota Law
School. In 1960, he began his political career with his
appointment as the Attorney-General for the State of
Minnesota. He held this position for four years.
In 1964, after a successful campaign for the U.S.
Senate, Mondale served as senator for twelve years. His
service in the Senate ended when he accepted the Vice
Presidential nomination to run with Jimmy Carter in 1976.
In 1980, Jimmy Carter was defeated by Ronald Reagan in a
landslide victory. In 1984, Walter Mondale sought the
highest office to regain the government for the Democratic
party.
On the U.S. Economy, Walter Mondale wanted to involve
business, labor and government in getting basic industry
back on its feet. He intended to provide federal help to
rebuild bridges, roads, and other deteriorating public




over $60,000, impose a minimum tax on corporations and delay
indefinitely indexing—adjusting rates to offset inflation.
In order to reduce the deficit. Mondale planned to cut
1985's estimated deficit of 184 million dollars in half over
four years by slashing military spending and farm subsidies,
46
capping health and hospital costs.
Mondale hoped to kill the B-1 Bomber and MX Missile,
halt funds for building nuclear-powered aircraft carriers.
Adopt less costly programs, such as the Midget-Man missile
and Stealth bomber. Demand more-competitive bidding on
47
Pentagon contracts.
In wrestling with inflation. Mondale planned to control
price increases through long-term management of the federal
budget to bring down deficits. Also, in preventing new
surge in interest rates he hoped to reach accord with the
Federal Reserve Board to maintain long-term stability, and
appoint FRB chairman at the start of each presidential
4- 48term.
Domestically on position taken on issues such as
unemployment, education, and welfare. Walter Mondale
remarked;
46
"Where Democratic Candidates Stand," U.S. News and




The cornerstone of our efforts to provide jobs
for all Americans - including minorities must
be sustainable long-term economic growth.
Moreover, we need additional public investment
to rebuild our economic infrastructure to move
toward full employment. As chairman of
President Carter's Task Force on Youth
Unemployment, I learned that we need to improve
job market through sensible fiscal policies.
We need comprehensive programs to improve the
training for our youth programs which link
education and training on the one hand and jobs
on the other, and programs which enhance the
training available at the high school level and
at colleges.49
Description of the Findings
All politics operate in an environment of public
opinion. Any of the great episodes of history, wherever
one tries to trace the will of the people can be understood
only by trying to understand the talk of the times, how
leaders manipulated it, and what ideas and changing
technologies conditioned the way the talk spread.Our
present day journalism brought new ways to American
politics, responding at first slowly, then ever more rapidly
and considerably involved the new audience politically by
changing technologies of news delivery.
Indeed, newspapers reported what had happened yesterday.
But for magazines, the time frame was what was happening,
what had been happening last week, last month, the last
49
"What the Candidates Say They Will Do For You,"
p. 140.
50
Theodore H. White, The Making of the President
(New York: Atheneum Publishers, 1973), p. 264.
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three months, which would continue to be news, and relevant
news, next week, next month perhaps even next year.
Newspapers captured only the event; magazines captured the
swell and roll of events.Theodore White once wrote:
The newsmagazine thrived, as they thrived
they changed American politics. The dominance
of the magazine as the overbearing newsmaster
of American thinking reached its apogee,
perhaps, in 1940 when three publishers of The
East, the Masters of Time and Life, of Look,
of The Saturday Evening Post, the dominant
magazines of the day, created a man called
Wendell Wilkie, decided he should be the
Republican nominee of that year and then
imposed on him that Party. Few naked exer¬
cises of press power can compare to their
feat except perhaps, the imposition of
John Garner as Vice President on the
Roosevelt ticket in 1932 by publisher
William Randolph Hearst.52
Similarly, Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News and World
Report remain among the leading popular magazines in the
world today. The circulations as of 1983 were Time, 4,555,610
Newsweek, 3,000,596; and U.S. News and World Report,
53
2,089,706. The magazines provide general news coverage
once a week. The editorial staff of the magazines choose,
as a rule what they think are the most important items to
report worldwide. The make-up of the newsmagazines varies








e.g., "People," "Nation," "Politics," "Books." Newsweek
often list its articles and has column for newsletters and
departments. Also, the U.S. News and World Report has
several columns throughout in which one line reports are
given on a variety of topics and people.
During the 1984 campaign for the Democratic nomination,
the week after week coverage of the newsmagazine vary regard¬
ing the degree of influence it exerts on the public percep¬
tion, For the purpose of this study, the first research
question that is: (Where do the candidates stand on
political positions during this campaign?) will be answered.
In answering this question, we have discussed as
reported in the print-media what the candidates put forth as
political positions. Table 1 shows the breakdown of the
comparison of articles across the newsmagazines which related
to the candidates under study.
TABLE 1:
COMPARISON OF ARTICLES ACROSS NEWSMAGAZINES
Time Magazine U.S . News Newsweek Total
No. % No. % No. % No. %
45 29.4 30 26.3 39 34.2 114 100
We found that there were 114 articles published by the news
magazines on the general Democratic party's nomination
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campaign. Time magazine had 45 or (29.4%), U.S. News and
World Report had 30 or (26.3%), and the Newsweek had 39 or
(34.2%).
Our data showed that U.S. News and World Report gave
the best coverage of the political positions of the
candidates. It ran seven articles in which the Rev. Jackson
political position, was quoted, nine articles for
Gary Hart, and twelve articles for Walter Mondale. Time
and Newsweek interviewed and discussed the candidates but
no major topic of any story about the candidates were .
on their political position. In addition, the political
positions which were also found to be reported came from
other print-media such as Ebony, Washington Post, and
New York Times.
Furthermore, in order to answer the second research
question that is, (To what extent was the treatment of the
Rev. Jesse Jackson different from that of Gary Hart and
Walter Mondale?) our findings reveal there were considerable
differences in the overall treatment. A summary of the
categories with tabulations is as follows.
Judgement sentences are measured in terms of an
expression of the writer's approval or disapproval of the
occurrences, person or object he is describing.'. Inferences
are measured in terms of statements made about the known on
the basis of the unknown. Report sentences are measured in




COMPARISON OF ARTICLES PER CATEGORY ACROSS
THE NEWS MAGAZINE
Jackson Hart 'Mondale
Category T N U Total T N U Total T N U Total
Judgment 22 22 10 52 12 8 5 25 10 6 4 20
Inference 18 10 8 36 10 16 5 31 15 8 4 27
Report 7 7 12 26 24 10 18 52 25 18 24 67
Note T-Time; N-Newsweek; U-U.S. News and World Report
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According to Table 2, out of 114 articles where every
sentence was content analyzed, the Rev. Jackson had (52)
Judgement Sentences, (36) Inference Sentences, and the
lowest. Report Sentences (26). In the case of Senator
Gary Hart, he had (25) Judgement Sentences, (31) Inference
Sentences and (52) Report Sentences while Walter Mondale had
the lowest record of Judgement Sentences (20), (27)
Inference Sentences and the highest record Report Sentences
(67). It then follows that Walter Mondale received the
greatest original report coverage followed by Gary Hart and
the Rev. Jesse Jackson the least.
In perusing the articles related to this study,
we found that political positions coverage lags behind
coverage of personal characteristics. Out of the 114
articles under study, Walter Mondale had sixty^five favorable
articles in which the categories support his political
positions followed by Gary Hart with fifty-eight favorable
articles and Rev. Jackson fourteen favorable articles which
placed him last in the analysis. We also found that
Jackson's political positions were clearly not the basis of
presentation in the newsmagazines reports. That the overall
news and editorial postures of the newsmagazines stress on
certain activities, behavior and stances which were opposing
and placing Jackson at a disadvantage.
In spite of the fact the U.S. News and World Report
gave the best overall coverage among the newsmagazines it
thus targeted on non-campaign strategist positions which
-30-
were at Jackson's disadvantage. One of the key non-campaign
strategist position frequently cited in the newsmagazine
was Jackson's status as a "preacher." A "real," although
perhaps prejudiced issue could have emerged from this fact,
as for example in the questionning of what John Kennedy's
Catholicism might bode for the nation if elected, in
Jackson's case even this rather doubtful slant was denied.
Rather, as one article typifies others of the genre, writers
saw him utilizing the gospels to garner voters among black
church goers. No other candidate was subjected to the
constant interaction that Jackson's campaign consisted.
Much was made of the extraordinary fundraising network
Jackson's church commitments gave him, one might almost pre¬
sume that Jackson made no fundraising effort in this direc¬
tion. The non-campaign strategist position is further re¬
flected in a statement that purport to show that Jackson's
support rested in the "simplistic" and lower class blacks,
with the "establishment" blacks in more "sophisticated" cir-
54
cles apart from Black church preferring other candidates.
While it is true that all the candidates were linked
to certain "natural constituencies," those voters most apt
to support the given individual, the "rainbow coalition,"
supporters of Jackson's campaign was repeatedly scrutinized
by the media. The conclusion by the newsmagazines, as we
54
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found, was that the coalition could not hold, that the
diverse groups represented in fact had little in common,
and, in the end, would opt for a more viable and practical
choice.
Newsweek magazine coverage was found in this study to
lay more emphasis on the Jackson's difference. The magazine
was constantly pointing out "the Jackson difference." This
supposed "difference" with Gary Hart and Walter- Mondale was
stated more often that it became an opposition which ■
constituted a barrier to Jackson's political positions which
were important to the people.
The stress on the Jackson difference can only be set
out as a type of opposition, he was different in race, in
profession, in social, economic and foreign affairs orienta¬
tion. His campaign strategies and appeals were different
5 5
so was his so-called "constituencies." What was not
spelled out, but plainly intended, was the idea that the
Jackson difference was either inferior in some way or was
entirely too different for the majority to ever support in
an election. The image given of Jackson was that o.f. a
deviant in the political arena, a perhaps "dangerous"
maverick always underlined by iterations of his leanings
toward the Sandinistas, the PLO, and his role in the 1972
Democratic National Convention when he managed to unseat
then Chicago Mayor Richard Daley's Illinois delegation.
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These were utilized by the media to demonstrate the Jackson
"difference" but were not looked for in the campaign of the
other candidates.
Implicitly at least, the article "What Makes Jesse Run?"
suggested that Jackson had no real or specific positions and
therefore was unable to stipulate to the electorate what it
5 6
was he wanted for the nation. Conversely, other articles
held that what Jackson said he wanted was not at all what
he ultimately aimed for. The inference seemed to be,
translated into a false issue, that Jackson could not make
up his mind what stance to take, or that his thinking was
muddled or, even more gravely, that he was devious, saying
one thing while working towards a totally different end.
An example was Jackson's call "not for welfare but our
share" as part of his economic philosophy. Rather than
concentrating on more governmental handouts for the poor
and minorities, Jackson asked for a larger slice of the
nation's economic pie. Newsweek and other publications
perceive this concept as a vehicle for securing economic
justice but, although not spelled out as such by Jackson,
there is an implied wich to use boycott and other "radical
measures," such as operation PUSH, to achieve that slice of
pie. Jackson's previous mechanisms from pre-candidacy days
5 6
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were automatically presumed to still apply and were then
given "issue" status in the newsmagazine.^^
Several articles brought to national attention the
fact that the black Muslims were among those signing up;
ignoring the "so whats" who should have taken part in this
non-event, the registration drive was therefore depicted as
somewhat sinister. Because the religious background of the
newly-signed voters was not remarked upon it indicated the
covert opposed reporting on Jackson and the insistence on
5 8
concentrating notice on what did not matter. It is quite
obvious, after all, that a few thousand voters belonging
to quite a small sect would have minute impact on the
election itself.
Much newsmagazine space was devoted to the "issue" of
Jackson and the Jews, this was especially the case after a
so-called racist slur uttered by Jackson was made public by
a black reporter, an event that also evolved into a non¬
issue. Should blacks stick together, did they, would they,
similar debate diverted Americans for days during the
campaign. As early as 1979, Jackson had made known his
support of Palestinian nationalism; he was highly critical
of United States policy in the Middle East with its corner¬
stone relationship with Israel. This constituted a legiti¬
mate position, one that deserved extensive coverage by the
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media for if elected, that stance could well lead to a
considerable alteration in national and international
affairs. However, instead of fully exploring this avenue
Newsweek and others emphasized such non-essentials as
Jackson's embrace of Yasir Arafat, leader of the PLO, a
meeting fully covered by the cameras. A Newsweek reporter
once wrote, "Jackson spoke up for the notion of a Palestinian
homeland, he terms Zionism "a poisonous weed" and was
unforgettably photographed hugging Yasir Arafat—and last
week, two demonstrators from the Jewish Defence League
interrupted his speech in Washington with shouted insults."
The use of the word "hymie" received more print than ever
recorded what Jackson had set out as his overall perspective
on the Jews both in domestic and Israeli text. Selectivity
is indicated as one contemplates what the newsmagazines
saw as important opposed to that which could be legitimately
59
perceived as a valid issue.
Time Magazine
In this publication one theme was repeated many times
in the newsmagazines, in this way becoming an issue which
actually was not. Rev. Jackson was depicted as a "spoiler,"
treading on the liberal ground that the media seemed to feel
belonged to Walter Mondale.
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In article after article it was claimed that Jackson
was damaging to the supposedly more viable Mondale candidacy,
blacks were regarded as the property of the Democratic
"standard-bearer," that they were flocking to Jackson,
cutting the ground under the man who had been their loyal
friend in the past, appeared to be some sort of crime to
certain reporters. It was feared that Jackson would woo
away the black rank-and-file of the AFL/CIO who had early
on endorsed Mondale, it was feared that Jackson had earlier
endorsed Mondale. The "establishment" Democrats depended
heavily on the South as well, a locale in which Jackson could
6 0
be expected to draw away votes. But the media never came
to terms with reasons why the black voters might desert
Mpndale other than continually harping on the "brotherhood"
non-campaign strategist position. Other ethnic groups who
had stuck together and secured political power were
neglected. Instead, Jackson was portrayed as somehow
"ungrateful" to those Democratic politicians who had done
so much for his people. Seemingly, out of sheer shame,
Jackson should have withdrawn his name from the ring and
endorsed a candidate whose platform contained little of
real value to the poor, the disadvantaged, women and
minority groups. As the subsequent Democratic platform
mandated by Mondale as the standard-bearer proves, Jackson
6 0
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was far from "intruding" on the brand of liberalism favored
by the party's establishment, primarily "middle-of the-road."
It was the contention then of some that Jackson had no
actual motivation to run for the Presidency, in light of :
this fact. Time magazine had an article which found Jackson's
quest "puzzling." None of the other candidates were found
to be such enigmas.
Another non-campaign strategist position which was
widely reported in this magazine was Jesse Jackson remarks
about the Jews and his association with Minister Louis
Farrakhan. In an unguarded moment of private conversation,
Jackson used the derogatory term "Hymie" to refer to Jews
and "Hymie-Town" to refer to New York City. The remark was
originally heard by a black reporter Milton Coleman of the
Washington Post, passed on the remark to a white colleague
Rick Atkinson, who used it in the thirty-seventh paragraph
of a story about Jackson's foreign policy.Time magazine
devoted a whole page for this study and referred to the
same in articles after articles that concerns Jackson. The
controversy became media attention when Farrakhan, the
Muslim leader who had been making appearances with Jackson
declared on a radio sermon to punish the traitor. It goes
without saying that Time magazine devoted half of a page to
Farrakhan. In an article "Punish the Traitor" the Time
reporter wrote; "To the Muslim Leader, the reporter
61"pride and Prejudice," Time, 7 May 1984, p. 30.
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violated black solidarity by writing a story that hurt
Jackson. Coleman and other black journalists, he said, are
6 2
"pure chump operatives of white editors." This non-issue
was not a small thing to the Jackson's campaign. It makes
one wonder whether the press have interest in private con¬
versation apparently overheard by a reporter.
One of the difficulties the news media had in rating
Jackson's strengths was the uncertainty of his campaign
finances. In contrast to the extensive funding garnered
from various groups, including powerful labor unions,
enjoyed by Mondale, for example where the Jackson camp was
to find monies became another non-campaign strategist
position. From the outset, it was evident that his stature
in the black church would give Jackson an extraordinary
fund-raising network, yet various articles were ever
surprised that Jackson was "taking up collections," from
this segment of black society. Beyond this seeming amaze¬
ment, there was an implicit perception that drawing funds
from the pockets of poor, unsophisticated blacks was somehow
not proper. The implication seemed to be that the religious
zeal of these people were being exploited, the "squeeze" put
on them, by their own ministers, in the churches. Not
only was the method by which Jackson derived funding a
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non-campaign position, only if the way was illegal under
the election laws could a valid concern be raised, but
opposition is present as well. Although, emphasis was
placed on Mondale's funding from the unions, monies often
"deducted" involuntarily from the pockets of the working
classes who might have supported Mondale or not, but was
not reported excessively.
Was There A Possible Bias
In determining whether there could have been bias in
the reporting of these newsmagazines. First, the words
are divided into six broad categories. A summary of the
categories and sub-categories with the tabulation is as
follows.: (see Table 3)
Description of the Findings
Racial Words
Two words, black and race, which could denote bias in
reporting the campaign of the first strong black candidate
for the President of the United States were used frequently
by the three magazines. In Time and U.S. News and World
Report, the word black was descriptive and unopinionated
while in Newsweek it was part of a complimentary description
of Jesse Jackson. In the most objective sense, the word
black was used to show that Jackson's primary power base is
black America. A Time magazine reporter wrote;
-39-
TABLE 3
COMPARISON OF CATEGORIES OF WORDS THAT DENOTE
BIAS ACROSS NEWSMAGAZINES
Categories and
Subcategories Jackson Hart Mondale
T N U Total T N U Total T N U Total
1. Racial Words
Black 112










4 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 1
0 0 0 0
1 8 0 0 0
5 10 0 1
4 110 2
0 0 0 0
10 0 1
0 0 0 0
2 0 0 2 2 3 0 0 3
2 2 0 0 2
1 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
5. Progress of
Campaign .110 2 10 0 1 0 0 0 0
6. Affilia¬
tions 10 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
T Time; N - Newsweek; U U.S. News and World Report
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Jackson's primary power base however, is black
America, and that worries former Vice President
Walter Mondale. The Democratic front runner
had been counting on significant black support.
In March, Jackson could siphon enough black
votes from Mondale in a brace of Southern
primaries to throw key delegates of Ohio
Senator John Glen. Such scenarios have kept
many black leaders from supporting Jackson's
bid. Many were planning to back Mondale and
some resent Jackson's large ego and ambition.
Also, the Newsweek reporter remarked that the campaign was
6 5
initially opposed by "popular black leaders." An article
about Mondale's campaign indicating that "popular black
leaders see Mondale as an 'equitable candidate with a good
6 6
civil rights record, achieved the same objective."
In Newsweek, however, the word black was used in a
positive description of Jackson after he negotiated the
release of Navy Lt. Michael Goodman from the Syrians when
it described him by saying:
For the illegitimate son of a South Carolina
textile worker, it was the stuff that dreams
are made of. For the charismatic black
preacher from Chicago's southside, it was a
moment of unsurpassed sweetness. And for the
Rev. Jesse Jackson, it was nothing less than
the perfect way to kick off the real 1984
campaign.
64
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Indeed, the most descriptive words which could denote
bias when referring to any of the three candidates, were
words used to describe their personalities. More words
in this category - ego, theatrics and style are used in
reference to Hart and Jackson than Mondale with the most
colorful reserved for Jackson.
Early in the campaign, reporters began to discuss
Jackson's large ego with phrases like "his aides worry that
Jackson's considerable ego has been even further enlarged
by the Secret Service protection, the motorcades, and a
6 8
new chant, win Jesse Win," and he is still seen as a
charismatic gadfly with little or no chance of winning the
nomination.
Later in the campaign, as Jackson's stock in the polls
rose, the same descriptions of his personality became more
complimentary with phrases like "Only Jesse Jackson,
irrepressible and sometimes outrageous seems to be gaining
70
converts in his crusade." Newsweek and U.S. News and
World Report, however, did not devote as much space to
describing ego.
Moreover, in the area of campaign theatrics, all three
candidates were criticized in the media with Jackson
occasionally being treated better than Hart or Mondale.
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During a debate between the three candidates in the battle
for the New York primary, when Hart and Mondale were locked
71
in an angry "yes-I-did, no-you-didn't" clinch, it was
Jackson who had skillfully been playing both spoiler and
72
referee. That debate reporting came from Time while
Newsweek covered the same debate in a way that could have
been interpreted as more complimentary to Jackson when it
said:
The cast of characters had been narrowed to
three: Gary Hart and Walter Mondale, locked
in a sharp and increasingly personal argument
over star billing, and the Rev. Jesse Jackson
in a supporting role played with such nerve
that he threatened to upstage the other two.^^
Furthermore, Newsweek's description of the debate itself,
was also more praising to Jackson than Hart and Mondale when
compared with Time * s coverage. The same debate and incident
looked like a bigger 'victory for Jackson in Newsweek when
it said, "Hart and Mondale seemed wholly absorbed by their
rock-em sock-em rivalry while Jackson played his new found
role as peacemaker to the hilt, scoring points with the
voters in the polls.
Finally; both Time and Newsweek dealt heavily with the
style of both Hart and Jackson. In Jackson's case, the
71









In a nationwide trip to promote party unity in December
1983, Time reports were complimentary to other candidates
while criticizing Hart. "Jackson stirred audiences at
75
every stop with his style and rousing rhetoric," while
Hart "show(ed) the stains of his stalled candidacy by
cracking lame jokes and giggling to himself as his listeners
7 6sat in embarrassed silence." The report went on to tell
how Jackson received a standing ovation in New Mexico from
party "fat cats" paying $1,000 a plate to hear him criticize
party rules.
Even late in the campaign describing Mondale's
relationship with Jackson, words relating to Jackson's style
are prevalent in the coverage of the campaign. Referring
to Mondale's need to have Jackson's support when the nomina¬
tion was assured, Newsweek said Mondale had to reach "an
accommodation with the increasingly mercurial Jesse Jackson.
Later in the campaign Jackson was not the only candi¬
date whose personality was described with adjectives that
could indicate a bias. Hart was frequently described as
more subdued.
Another topic heavily reported during the nine months
was the campaign organization of the three candidates.
75
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Hart, was discussed briefly as keeping on energetic
young volunteers as the core of his organization.
Hart's young army as reported by Kenneth T. Walsh, U.S.
News and World Report are; "Mostly political novices ih:
their 20's - students, recent graduates and young profes¬
sionals lured by Hart's talk of new leadership and the
79
prospect of playing an important role in his organization."
The organization of Jackson and Mondale were dealt with in
great detail.
First of all. Mondale's organization was continually
praised. Early in the campaign Mondale's campaign organiza¬
tion was described as one that "may be the best in party
8 0
history." Two weeks later, the same writer used automo¬
tive metaphor to categorize Mondale's machinery as being an
81
"eight-cylinder organization in overdrive." Several
months later, when describing the campaign for the California
and New Jersey primaries, the praise for Mondale's organiza¬
tion continued. It talked of the candidate "torturing
himself on the road, while his computer guided organization
8 2did its own vital work back in Washington."
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On the other hand, Jackson's organization was continually
described as weak and ineffective. Initially, Jackson's
aides were described as incompetent with phones ringing
8 3
unanswered and no one knowing anything. Later, when dis¬
cussing an accord between Jackson and Democratic party
Chairman Charles Manatt over Jackson's dissatisfaction
with party rules,, the report said Jackson had to give in to
Manatt on most points because "his chronically unorganized
84
staff had not finished drafting the new rule changes" that
Jackson wanted to discuss.
Hart's campaign, on the other hand, discussed organiza¬
tion briefly but rhetorical questions were asked once"the
Colorado Senator established himself as a genuine threat
by winning the New Hampshire primary. In its objective
fashion, U.S. News and World Report asked if Hart "can
8 5
finance and run a nationwide campaign." Discussions of
the caliber of Hart's machinery, however, were rare.
Next, the campaign style itself, with three such
different personalities as Hart, Mondale and Jackson,
was another area of research that evokes bias in reporting.
Mondale was ignored by the media, while both Hart and
Jackson were described.
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First, when describing Jackson's style, Time said that
he "practically shouted himself hoarse during the three hour
8 6
rally" when he announced his candidacy. His style was
also complimentary. A week later in the same magazine, his
method of arousing traditional Democratic audiences was
revealed.
Gary Hart, on the other hand was described with an
ineffective style when it was mentioned how his listeners,
who were thrilled with Jackson, sat in "embarrassed silence"
8 7
as he tried to make jokes and rouse the populace. The
description was not much better as his campaign gained
momentum after success in the Iowa Caucuses with the
New Hampshire primary only a week away when it said his
0
"natural reserve makes him seem cold, even condenscending."
Furthermore, when the magazines covered the progress
the candidates made in the campaign, colorful adjectives
were used to describe those Ccimpaigns. Such adjective were
quite descriptive, but they did not necessarily show bias
towards one candidate or another. If anything, they seemed
to show more favoritism toward Jackson than Hart. Indeed,
Mondale was an established front-runner long before
November 3, 1983.
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In early February 1984, the reporting showed early
indications that Hart could make gains and eventually
become the contender he finally emerged to be. Time was
clear in its indication that this could happen;
If Glenn continues to sputter on the trail,
and if Mondale fails to sew up the nomination
in the first few primaries (two very big ifs)
Hart seems best positioned, for the moment, to
be the beneficiary of any opening for a fresh
challenge to Mondale.
Jackson's progress was treated differently. Though he
made gains in the polls he was still not considered a serious
contender for the nomination. Even though the "late start¬
ing Jackson has made spectacular gains in the eight-man
field," Time gave him "little or no chance of winning the
nomination."
Finally, the candidates were evaluated for criticism
made of them for the associations they had with individuals
in the news who could jeopardize their campaign. Only
Rev. Jackson was so treated here. He was criticized for his
relationship with Louis Farrakhan, Albert Pinckey and the
Jewish opposition.
In the case of Farrakhan, Jackson was criticized for
not disavowing himself of the;'controversial minister. Even
if he finally tried to put some distance between himself and
Farrakhan, he was coy in his method of disassociation and
for this he was also criticized. Rather than thoroughly
89




criticizing the minister, "Jackson - 'disassociated myself
from the message, but not from the messenger' and spoke in
91
terms of forgiveness." This criticism of Jackson was
reported consistently for several weeks in all three maga¬
zines and was purely an opposition showed clearly in any
of the reporting.
In case of Pinckney, one of Jackson's closest aides,
the man was indicted for violating Ohio's conflict of
interest laws. This too brought Jackson significant
criticism, but not at the level he received for his relation¬
ship with Farrakhan.
Another critical problem which Jackson faced was the
opposition from a large segment of the Jewish establishment.
The Jackson campaign was constantly attacked by the leaders
of major Jewish organizations in the media and at conferences
and meetings, and the Democratic party was threatened with
the loss of Jewish votes if it did not cool its relation
with Jackson and insure he would not receive an important
post in the Mondale campaign or post-campaign cabinet.
This hostility and opposition to Jackson came from
the story which was published by the Washington Post reporting
that Jackson had used a negative category for Jews calling
92
them "Hymie" and New York City the "Hymie-Town."
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In conclusion, although Jackson waged what at times
was a controversial campaign and some people might have
anticipated that the campaign of such a controversial person
who was also the first black candidate to run strongly for
the President of the United States would create biased
reporting. This did not seem to be the case.
The words and ideas selected for evaluation of possible
bias were mentioned and tabulated thirty-one times for
Jackson, eight times for Hart and five times for Mondale.
In the area of race, they were mentioned more for Jackson,
but that may have been expected for the first black candi¬
date for the President of the United States.
In the area of personality, Jackson's name came up
seventeen times. Hart's three times and Mondale's once.
In Hart's case all references were negative, while in
Jackson's case they were positive and negative.
In conclusion, in the objective content analysis, it
could be said categorically that the three newsmagazines
covered all what happened during Jackson's candidacy in
their reporting but bias was clearly not the case.
CHAPTER III
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
Toward A Better U.S. Media
Americans, like most people, get images of the world
from their newspapers, magazines, radio, television, books
and movies. Today, the mass media become the authority at
any given moment for what is true and what is false, what
is reality and what is fantasy, what is important and what
is trivial. There is no greater force in shaping the public
mind, even brute force triumphs only by creating an accept-
93
ing attitude toward the brutes.
Needless to say that Jesse Jackson's presidential
campaign proved as upsetting to the racial status quo in the
news media as it has been to U.S. National politics.
American voters today are less apt to cast their ballots
for a particular candidate on the basis of where their best
interest actually rest or at the urgings of authority figures.
Instead they vote on the perceived image of the candidate,
because he is "their kind of man." The media, including the
newsmagazines, have a major role in shaping these perceptions
of the candidate, of bringing real issues to the public's
93
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attention so they may make fair and reasonable comparisons
and examinations before deciding that a given candidate is,
or is not, their "kind of man." The newsmagazines have the
power to hurt a candidate by revealing that which might
otherwise have gone by without comment.
The fact remains that U.S. Media should begin to treat
the minority communities of this great country as parts and
parcel of America. Through much of American history, blacks
have viewed the news media as the enemy. From the end of
the Civil War to the Civil Rights era many newspapers and
newsmagazines especially in the south instigated mob
violence and urged that blacks "be put in their place."
Although, the coverage of blacks improved for a while during
the Civil Rights era. Equally important, the moral
pressures of the Civil Rights Movement and the hostility of
black militants made the mass media giant corporations to
seek out and hire black journalists many of whom covered the
changes that was taking place in black communications all
94
over the country.
During the 70’s, the U.S. media turned elsewhere for
its news stories. The era of Watergate, Vietnam and Middle
East was the news of the decade. Needless to say that the
Civil Rights Movement was unable to desegregate the mass
media, organizations. Some number of newspapers and
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newsmagazines worked vigorously towards desegregation of
their news coverage but, there are notable exceptions. In
too many large city papers, the only black faces which
appear are those of criminal suspects and athletes. In
short, the coverage of minorities by the U.S. media while
well intentioned is often paternalistic with quotes from
white experts who are treated as authorities on all aspects
of minorities life.^^
In the 80's, U.S. journalism is under fire. The
public respect for journalism has fallen dramatically in
recent years, threatening one of the foundations of the
country's democratic system. The public described the mass
media as thus:
They are rude and accusatory, cynical and almost
unpatriotic. They twist facts to suit their
not-so-hidden liberal agenda. They meddle in
politics, harass business, invade people's
privacy, and then walk off without regard to
the pain and chaos they leave behind. They are
arrogant and self-righteous, brushing aside most
criticism as the uniformed carping of cranks
and ideologues. To top it off, they claim that
their behavior is scanctioned indeed. Sanctified
by the U.S. Constitution.96
Nevertheless, media power is political power. Candi¬
dates and media are inextricably intertwined. Those who
aspire to elective office must play the "new politics" which
is media politics. Simultaneously the journalists of the
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and mold public opinion. The author of this thesis suggests
the following for a better U.S. Media:
1. More competition in the field of news
journals, thereby "destandardizing" and
liberalizing news and editorial opinion.
2. More "interview" type articles in which the
candidate is best able to express his
position on political issues directly.
3. A balanced coverage for all candidates
running for the same office.
4. More space devoted to the "dark horses"
in order to bring out exactly how they
differ from main stream front runners of
the two major parties.
5. More commitments to make U.S.A. a truly
democratic nation in the world.
Conclusion
No matter what people thought before Jackson entered
the presidential race, the reality is that he has brought
an excitement to the U.S. political scene that is historic -
not just the way he has inspired black voters to go to the
polls, but more importantly in the substantial quality of
the issues raised. The media were not biased in the
coverage of Jesse Jackson- but they clearly opposed his
political positions on almost all points of national policy
placing him at a disadvantage. Rev. Jackson showed a clear
division between himself and both Reagan and other
Democratic candidates in all his political positions.
Notwithstanding, Jackson's speech at the Democratic
convention will be remembered because it brought a new music
to the mainstream of American oratory, stirring the spirit
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and wrenching the emotions in a way more reminiscent of the
revival tent at the convention hall. It is hoped that
Jackson's campaign will prompt an in-depth examination of
























DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, JULY 17, 1984
JESSE JACKSON'S SPEECH
The following is a text of Jesse Jackson's speech to
the Democratic National Convention:
Tonight we come together bound by our faith in a mighty
God, with genuine respect and love for our country, and
inheriting the legacy of a great party - the Democratic Party
which is the best hope for redirecting our nation on a more
humane, just and peaceful course.
This is not a perfect party. We are not a perfect
people. Yet, we are called to a perfect mission: our
mission to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to house
the homeless, to teach the illiterate, to provide jobs for
the jobless and to choose the human race over the nuclear
race. We are gathered here this week to nominate a candidate
and adopt a platform which will expand, unify, direct and
inspire our party and the nation to fulfill this mission.
My constituency is the desperate, the damned, the
disinherited, the disrespected, the despised. They are
restless and seek relief. They have voted in record numbers
they have invested the faith, hope and trust in us. The
Democratic Party must send them a signal that we care.
There is the call of conscience - redemption, expansion,
healing and unity - leadership must heed the call of conscience,
redemption, expansion, healing and unity, for they are the
key to achieving our mission. Time is neutral and does not
-58-
-59-
change things. With courage and initiative, leaders change
things.
No generation can choose the age of circumstance in
which it is born, but through leadership it can choose to
make the age in which it is born and age of enlightenment -
an age of jobs, and peace and justice. Only leadership -
must smile through tears and keep moving with the faith that
there is a brighter side somewhere.
I went to see Hubert Humphrey three days before he died.
He had just called Richard Nixon from his dying bed, and
many people wondered why. I asked him. He said: "Jesse,
from this vantage point, with the sun setting in my life, all
of the speeches, the political conventions, the crowds and
the great fights are behind me now."
"At a time like this'you are forced to deal with your
irreducable essence, forced to grapple with that which is
really important to you." And what I have concluded about
life is what Hubert Humphrey said: "when all is said and
done, we must forgive each other, redeem each other and
move on."
Our party is emerging from one of its most hard-fought
battles for the Democratic Party's presidential nomination
in our history. But our healthy competition should make us
better, not bitter. We must use the insight, wisdom and
experience of the late Hubert Humphrey as a balm for the
wounds in our party, this nation and the world.
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We must forgive each other, redeem each other, regroup
and move on. Our flag is red, white and blue, but our nation
is a rainbow - red, yellow, brown, black and white - and
all are precious in God's sight.
America is not like a blanket - one piece of unbroken
cloth, the same color, the same texture, the same size.
America is more like a quilt - many patches, many pieces,
many colors and many sizes, all woven and held together by
a common thread.
The white, the Hispanic, the black, the Arab, the Jew,
the woman, the Native American, the small farmer, the
militarism and anti-Semitism; much too threatened as histori¬
cal scapegoats to go on divided one from another. We must
turn from finger pointing to clasped hands. We must share
our burdens and our joys with each other once again. We
must turn to each other and not on each other.
Twenty years later, we cannot be satisfied by just
restoring the old coalition. Old wine must^'make room
for new wine. We must heal and expand. The Rainbow Coali¬
tion is making room for Arab Americans. They too know the
pain and hurt of racial and religious rejection. They must
not continue to be made pariahs.
The Rainbow Coalition is making room for Hispanic-
Americans who this very night are living under the threat of
the Simpson-Mazzoli bill, and farmworkers from Ohio are
fighting the Campbell Soup Company.
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The Rainbow Coalition is making room for the Native
Americans, the most exploited people of all and a people
with the greatest moral claim among us. We support them
as they seek the restoration of their ancient land and
claim amongst us.
We support them as they seek the restoration of lands
and water rights. As they seek to preserve ancestral
homelands and the beauty of a land that was once all theirs.
They can never receive a fair share for all that they have
given us, but they must finally have a fair chance to
develop their great resources and to preserve their people
and their culture.
The Rainbow includes Asian Americans, now being killed
in our streets - scapegoa,ts for the failures of corporate,
industrial and economic policies. The Rainbow is making room
for young Americans. Twenty years ago, nuclear war, and its
commitment to "Star Wars" has left the world a much more
unstable and dangerous place in which to live.
"We are at a nuclear stand-off in Europe. We
are mining the harbors of Nicaragua and attempt¬
ing to covertly overthrow a legitimate government
there.
Under this administration, we have been at war
and lost the lives of American boys in Lebanon,
Honduras and Grenada. Under this administration,
one-third of America's children have come to
believe that they will die in a nuclear war.
The danger index for everyone is increasing -
and it is frightening.
But it is not enough simply to react to the
effects - a growing misery and danger index.
We must dig deeper and comprehend the under¬
lying cause of the growing misery and danger
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index - Reaganomics. We must distinguish
between Mr. Reagan's political appeal and his
economic deal. Mr. Reagan's economic program
is a combination of cyanide and Kool-Aid, jelly
beans and poison. It may taste good but the
results are disastrous. We must distinguish
between Reaganism and Reagonomics.
While Reaganism is largely subjective, supply
side economics is more objective. Reaganism
was used to impose Reaganomics. Reaganism is
the perception. Reaganomics is the reality.
We are fatter now, but less secure. Many
who were once basking in the sun of Reaganism
have now been burned to a crisp with Reaganomics.
In 1980, many thought they saw a light at the
end of the tunnel in Reaganism. But in 1984,
we now know it was not sunshine but a train
coming this way.
We ha'O’e fought hard for party justice and
for our minority planks because we believe
that expanding our party to include the
locked out is the key to victory in November
and to developing the progressive of the
future."
There is a way out; jobs. Putting America back to
work. When I was growing up as a child in Greenville,
South Carolina, the Reverend Sample used to preach a sermon
relating to Jesus, and he said; "If I-d be lifted up I'll
draw all men unto me,"
I didn't quite understand what he meant, as a child
growing up. 1 understand a little better now. If you raise
up truth it's magnetic. It has a way of drawing people in
all this confusion among this convention and bright lights,
parties and big time we must raise up the simple proposition.
If we lift up a program to feed the hungry, they'll
come running. If we lift up a program to start a war no
more, our youth will come running. If we lift up a program
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to put America back to work, an alternative to the welfare
and despair, they'll come working.
If we cut that military budget without cutting our
defense and use that money to rebuild bridges and put
steelworkers back to work and use that money and provide
jobs for our cities and use that money to build schools and
train teachers and educate our children and build hospitals
and train doctors and train nurses the whole nation will
come running to us.
As I leave you now, from this convention and go
back across the nation in a couple of days. I lived in
el barrios, ghettos, reservations and in housing projects.
I had a message for our record numbers, they have invested
the faith, hope and trust in us. The Democratic Party must
send them a signal that we care.
There is the call of conscience - redemption, expansion,
healing and unity - leadership must heed the call of con¬
science, redemption, expansion, healing and unity, for they
are the key to achieving our mission. Time is neutral and
does not change things. With courage and initiative,
leaders change things.
No generation can choose the age or circumstance in
which it is born, but through leadership it can choose to
make the age in which it is born an age of enlightenment -
an age of jobs, and peace and justice. Only leadership -
that intangible combination of gifts, discipline, information,
circ\imstance, courage, timing, will and divine inspiration -
can lead us out of the crisis in which we find ourselves.
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Leadership can mitigate the misery of our nation.
Leadership can part the waters and lead our nation in the
direction of the Promised Land. Leadership can lift the
boats stuck at the bottom.
I have had the rare opportunity to watch seven men,
and then two, pour out their souls, offer their service and
heed the call of duty to direct the course of our nation.
There is a proper season for everything. There is a time
to sow and a time to reap. There is time to compete, and a
time to cooperate.
I ask you for your vote on the first ballot as a vote
for a new direction for this party and this nation; a vote
of conviction, a vote of conscience. But I will be proud
to support the nominee of this convention for the President
of the United States.
I have watched the leadership of our party develop and
grow. My respect for both Mr. Mondale and Mr. Hart is
great. I have watched them struggle with the crosswinds and
crossfires of being public servants, and I believe that they
will both continue to try to serve us.
I am elated by the knowledge that for the first time in
our history, a woman, Geraldine Ferarro will be recommended
to share our ticket.
Throughout this campaign, I have tried to offer leader¬
ship to the Democratic Party and the nation. If in my high
moments, I have done some wounds in our party, this nation
and the world.
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We must forgive each other, redeem each other, regroup
and move on. Our flag is red, white and blue, but our
nation is a rainbow - red, yellow, brown, black and white -
and all are precious in God's sight.
America is not like a blanket - one piece of unbroken
cloth, the same color, the same texture, the same size.
America is more like a quilt - many patches, many pieces,
many colors and many sizes, all woven and held together by
a common thread.
The white, the Hispanic, the black, the Arab, the Jew,
the woman, the Native American, the small farmer, the
business person, the environmentalist, the peace activist,
the young, the old, the lesbian, the gay and the disabled
make up the quilt.
Even in our fractured state, all of us count and fit
somewhere. We have proven that we can survive without each
other. But we have not proven that we can win or make
progress without each other.
From Fannie LOu Hamer in Atlantic City in 1964 to the
Rainbow Coalition in San Francisco today, from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, we have experienced pain by progress as
we ended America's apartheid laws; as we got public
accommodation; as we secured voting rights; as we obtained
open housing; as young people got the right to vote; as
we lost Malcolm, Martin, Medgar, Bobby and John and Viola.
The team that got us here must be expanded, not
abandoned. Twenty years ago, tears welled up in our eyes
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as the bodies of Schwerner, Goodman and Cheney were dredged
from the mouths of a river in Mississippi.
We support them as they seek the restoration of lands
and water rights. As they seek to preserve ancestral home¬
lands and the beauty of a land that was once all theirs.
They can never receive a fair share for all that they have
given us, but they must finally have a fair chance to
develop their great resources and to preserve their people
and their culture.
The Rainbow includes Asian Americans, now being killed
in our streets - scapegoats for the failures of corporate,
industrial and economic policies. The Rainbow is making
room for young Americans. Twenty years ago, our young
people were dying in a war for which they could not even
vote.
Twenty years later, young America has the power to stop
a war in Central America and the responsibility to vote in
great numbers. Young America must be politically active in
1984. The choice is war or peace. We must make room for
young America.
The Rainbow includes disabled Americans. The color
scheme fits in the Rainbow. The disabled have their handi¬
cap revealed and their genius concealed; while the able-
bodied have their genius revealed and their disability
concealed. But ultimately, we must judge people by their
values and their contribution. Don't leave anybody out, I
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would rather have Roosevelt in a wheelchair than Reagan on
a horse.
The Rainbow is making room for small farmers. They
have suffered tremendously under the Reagan regime. They
either receive 90 percent parity or 100 percent charity.
We must address their concerns and make room for them. The
Rainbow includes lesbians and gays. No American citizen
ought to be denied protection under the law., Poison, may
taste good but the results are disastrous. We must
distinguish between Reaganism and Reaganomics.
"While Reaganism is largely subjective, supply
side is objective. Reaganism was used to impose
Reaganomics. Reaganism is the perception.
Reaganomics is the reality. We are fatter now,
but less secure. Many who were once basking in
the sun of Reaganism have now been burned to a
crisp with Reaganomics. in 1980, many thought
they saw a light at the end of the tunnel in
Reaganism. But in 1984, we now know it was not
sunshine, but a train coming this way.
In 1980, then candidate George Bush called
Mr. Reagan's economic plan to set America
back on track "voodoo economics." Third Party
candidate, John Anderson, said that the combina¬
tion of massive, military spending, tax cuts
and a balanced budget by 1984 could only be
accomplished with blue smoke and mirrors.
President Reagan declares that we are having
a dynamic economic recovery. And we are having
a recovery of sorts. After three and a half
years, unemployment has inched just below where
it was when he took office in 1981. But there
are still 8.1 million people officially
unemployed and 11 million working only part-time
jobs. Make no mistake about it, inflation has
come down - but let's examine how and at who's
expense this was achieved - and how long it is
likely to last.
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President Reagan's 1984 economic recovery has
come after the deepest and longest recession,
since the Great Depression. President Reagan
curbed inflation by cuttings consumer demand.
He cut consumer demand with conscious and
callous fiscal and monetary policies. A
program to put American back to work as an
alternative to the welfare and despair, they'll
come working."
If we cut that military budget without cutting our
defense and use that money to rebuild bridges and put steel¬
workers back to work and use that money and provide jobs for
our cities and use that money to build schools and train
teachers and educate our children and build hospitals and
train doctors and train nurses the whole nation will come
running to us.
As I leave you now and so from this convention and go
back across this nation in a couple of days. I lived in
el barrios, ghettos, reservations and in housing projects,
I had a message for our youth. I challenged them to open
their brains and not dope in their veins. I told them, like
Jesus, I too was born in the slum. Just because you were
born in the sliim does not mean the slum was born in you.
And you can rise above it if your mind is made up. I told
them in every slum there are two sides.
I see a broken window - that's the slummy side. Train
some youth to become a glazer; that's the sunny side. I
see a missing brick, that's the slummy side. Let that child
in the union become a brick mason and build, that's the
sunny side. When I see a missing door, that's the slummy
side. Train some youth to become a carpenter, that's the
sunny side.
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When I see the vulgar words and hieroglyphics of
destitution on the walls, that's the slummy side. Train
some youth to be a painter or artist, that's the sunny side.
We leave this place looking for the slummy side because
there is a brighter side somewhere.
I'm more convinced than ever that we can win. We're
far up the rough side of the mountain. We can win. I just
want young Americans to do me one favor. Just one favor.
Exercise the right to dream.
You must face reality - that which is. But then dream
of the reality that ought to be, that must be. Live beyond
the pain of reality with the dream of bright' weapons of
survival and progress. Use love to motivate you and obligate
you.
Young America, dream. Choose the human race over the
nuclear race. Bury the weapons and don't burn the people.
I have watched the leadership of our party develop and
grow. My respect for both Mr. Mondale and Mr. Hart is
great. I have watched them struggle with the crosswinds
and crossfires of being public servants, and I believe that
they will both continue to try to serve us.
I am elated by the knowledge that for the first time
in our history, a woman, Geraldine Ferarro, will be recommend¬
ed to share our ticket.
Throughout this campaign, I have tried to offer leader¬
ship to the Democratic party and the nation. If in my high
moments, I have done some good, offered some service, shed
some light, healed some wounds, rekindled some hope, or
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stirred someone from apathy and indifference, or in any way
along the way helped somebody, then this campaign has not
been in vain.
If in my low moments, in word, deed or attitude,
through some error of temper, taste or tone, I have caused
anyone discomfort, created pain, or revived someone's
fears, that was not my truest self. If there were occasions
when my grape turned into a raisin and my joy bell lost its
resonance, please forgive me. Charge it to my head and not
to my heart.
My head is limited in its finitude; and my heart,
is boundless in its love for the human family. I am not a
perfect servant. I am a public servant, doing my best
against the odds as I develop and serve. Be patient, God is
not finished with me yet.
This campaign has taught me much, that leaders must
be tough enough to fight, tender enough to cry, human enough
to make mistakes, humble enough to admit them, strong
enough to absorb the pain, and resilient enough to bounce
back and keep on moving. For leaders the pain is often
intense. But your City in 1964 to the Rainbow Coalition in
San Francisco today, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, we
have experienced pain but progress as we ended America's
apartheid laws, as we got public accommodation, as we
secured voting rights, as we obtained open housing, as
young people got the right to vote, as we lost Malcolm,
Martin, Medgar, Bobby and John and Viola.
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The team that got us here must be expanded, not
abandoned. Twenty years ago, tears welled up in our eyes
as the bodies of Schwerner, Goodman and Cheney were dredged
from the depths of the river in Mississippi. Twenty years
later, our communities, black and Jewish, are in anguish,
anger and pain.
Feelings have been hurt on both sides. There is a
crisis in communications. Confusion is in the air. But
we cannot afford to lose our way. We may agree to agree,
or agree to disagree on issues, but we must bring back
civility to the tensions. We are co-partners in a long and
rich religious history - the Judeo-Christian traditions.
Many blacks and Jews have a shared passion for social
justice at home and peace abroad. We must seek a revival
of the spirit, inspired by a new vision and new possibilities.
We must return to higher ground. We are bound by Moses and
Jesus, but also connected with Islam and Mohammed.
These three great religions - Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam - were all born in the revered and holy city
of Jerusalem. We are bound by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Rabbi Abraham Herschel, crying out from their graves
for us to reach common ground. We are bound by shared blood
and shared sacrifices.
We are much too intelligent, much too bound by our
Judeo-Christian heritage, much too victimized by racism,
sexism, handicap revealed and their genius concealed; while
the able-bodied have their genius revealed and their
disability concealed. But ultimately, we must judge people
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by their values and their contribution. Don't leave anybody
out, I would rather have Roosevelt in a wheelchair than
Reagan on a horse.
The Rainbow is making room for small farmers. They
have suffered tremendously under the Reagan regime. They
either receive 90 percent parity or 100 percent charity.
We must address their concerns and make room for them.
The Rainbow includes lesbians and gays. No American citizen
ought to be denied equal protection under the law.
We must be unusually committed and caring as we expand
our family to include new members. All of us must be
tolerant and understanding as the fears and anxieties of
the rejected and of the party leadership express themselves
in many different ways.
Too often what we call hate - as if it were deeply
rooted in some philosophy or strategy - is simply ignorance,
anxiety, paranoia, fear and insecurity. To be strong
leaders we must be long suffering as we seek to right the
wrongs of our party and our nation. We must expand our
party, heal our party and unify our party. That is our
means to a mission.
"Under President Reagan, the misery index has
increased dramatically for the poor, but the
danger index for everyone has escalated. The
military budget has been doubled to protect
us from the Russians, yet today Soviet
missiles are closer and more accurate.
The Reagan administration has failed to achieve
any agreed upon nuclear arms reductions whatso¬
ever. The Reagan administration's attempts to
regain military superiority, to achieve a
first strike capability, its plans and prepara¬
tions to launch and win a limited unemployment
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has inched just below where it was when he took
office in 1981. But there are still 8.1 million
people offficially unemployed and 11 million
working only part-time jobs. Make no mistake
about it, inflation has come down - but let's
examine how and at who's expense this was
achieved - and how long it is likely to last.
President Reagan's 1984 economic recovery has
come after the deepest and longest recession
since the Great Depression. President Reagan
curbed inflation by cutting consumer demand.
He cut consumer demand with conscious and
callous fiscal and monetary policies. He used
the federal budget to deliberately induce
unemployment and curb social spending* He then
waged and supported the tight monetary policies
of the Federal Reserve Board to deliberately
drive up interest rates - again to curb consumer
demand created through borrowings.
Unemployment reached 10.7 percent; we experienced
skyrocketing interest rates; our dollar inflated
abroad; there were record bank failures, record
farm foreclosures, record business bankruptcies,
record budget deficits, record trade deficits and
more. Thus, President Reagan brought inflation
down by destabilizing our economy, disrupting
family life and beeping havoc on the poor.
Ronald Reagan claims the votes of the South.
I say to you this night that the spoil is too
rich and the people are too poor for Ronald
Reagan to have the votes of the South. The
South is going to rise up and move from racial
battlegrounds, to economic common ground, and
moral higher ground. We love our God and we
love our country too, but we want moral values
with material substance. Black and white
together, men and women.
We have fought hard to build our neighborhoods
and communities."
I'm more convinced than ever that we can win. We're
far up the rough side of the mountain. We can win. I just
want young Americans to do me one favor. Just one favor.
Exercise your right to dream.
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You must face reality - that which is. But then dream
of the reality that ought to be, that must be. Live beyond
the pain of reality with the dream of a bright tomorrow.
Use hope and imagination as weapons of survival and progress.
Use love to motivate you and obligate you.
Young America, dream. Choose the human race over the
nuclear race. Bury weapons and don't burn the people.
Dream of a new value system. Dream of teachers who teach
for life, not just for a living. Dream of lawyers who are
more concerned with public health than personal wealth.
Dream of priests and preachers who will prophesy and not
profiteer. Our time has come.
Suffering breeds character. Character breeds faith.
And in the end, faith will not disappoint. Our time has
come. Our faith, hope and dreams will prevail. Our time
has come. Weeping has endured for a night but our joy
cometh in the morning.
Our time has come. No grave can hold our body down.
Our time has come. No lie can live forever. Our time has
come. We leave racial battleground and find the economic
common ground and moral higher ground, America.
Our time has come. We have come from disgrace to
amazing grace.
Our time has come. Give me your tired, give me your
poor, your huddled masses who yearn to breathe free and
come November there will be a change because our time has
come.
Thank you and God bless you.
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